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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 


20 The invention relates to a multi-compartment pill 

container. In particular, the invention is a pill container 
having compartments associated with different days of the 
week and different times of those days, for holding pills to 
be taken at such times, wherein the compartments are easily 

25 removable from the container to insert and remove the pills 
therefrom. 

Taking pills and medications on a regimented schedule is 
a common task for many people, especially the elderly. It is 
often difficult to remember how many and what kind of pills 
30 need to be taken, and whether or not the necessary pills had 
already been taken. Depending on the medication being taken, 
it can be dangerous to a person's health or mental well being 
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if a dosage is missed or accidentally exceeded because the 
person forgot that they already took the proper dosage, 
U.S. Patent No. 4,890,741 to Edelstein discloses a 
capsule package including a medication storage compartment 
5 with a child- resistant cap assembly, and a smaller 
compartment for receiving the cap assembly of another 
receptacle. Instructions for taking the medication may be 
stored in the smaller compartment. However, Edelstein is 
intended for holding a bulk quantity of each medication in 

10 each container, it is not suitable for pre-organizing the 
dosages to be taken at future times. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,720,392 to Price discloses a 
prescription timer for indicating when a person took a pill 
or when he/she is next scheduled to take a dose of 

15 medication. The timer may be attached to a pill bottle 
having a cap. However, Price only provides a single 
compartment, making it unsuitable for use with multiple 
medications . 

U.S. Patent No. 5,899,335 to Boyer et al. discloses a 
20 medication container, including a method for using the 

container. The container takes the form of a clock face, 
with compartments corresponding to the hours of the day. 
Boyer is best suited for a person who must take medication at 
virtually every hour of the day. However, Boyer does not 
25 allow a user to pre-arrange medication for a period longer 
than a single day. 
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Thus, there exists a need for a multi-compartment pill 
container wherein the compartments are removable. The 
compartments are labeled and arranged according to the days 
of the week, and are further divided and labeled according to 
5 different times of the day, namely "AM", "Noon", "Evening", 
and "Bed". A full week's worth of medication may be 
inserted into the container, and removed at the appropriate 
time. 

While these units may be suitable for the particular 
10 purpose employed, or for general use, they would not be as 
suitable for the purposes of the present invention as 
disclosed hereafter. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 


In view of the foregoing disadvantages inherent in the 
prior art, the present invention provides an improved multi- 
5 compartment pill container. As such, the general purpose of 
the present invention, which will be described subsequently 
in greater detail, is to provide a new and improved multi- 
compartment pill container which has all the advantages of 
the prior art and none of the disadvantages. 

10 To attain this, the present invention essentially 

comprises a multi-compartment pill container constructed to 
hold a week's worth of medication. The container has a 
housing tray, a nximber of removable compartments selectively 
held within the housing within rectangular openings, and a 

15 lid attached to the housing and extending over the 

compartments. Each compartment has indicia indicating the 
day of the week and is divided into chambers by separation 
walls. Each chamber has a chamber cover on which indicia is 
printed corresponding to a time of day. At the correct time, 

20 the user may remove the compartment from the housing and 
ingest the medication from the appropriate chamber . The 
container also includes a telescopic drinking cup and a 
timer. Each compartment may be completely removed from the 
housing to allow the user to carry the compartment separate 

25 from the entire container. 

It is an object of the invention to produce a multi- 
compartment pill container that alerts a user when the next 
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scheduled dose of medication should be taken. Accordingly, 
the container has a timer that emits an audible tone at 
preset intervals, thereby bringing to the user's attention 
that it is time to take medication. 
5 It is a further object of the invention to produce a 

multi-compartment pill container that provides the necessary 
medication to the user for each day. Accordingly, the 
container has various removable compartments corresponding to 
the days of the week and is subdivided into individual 
10 compartments which hold the pills necessary for each time of 
the day. 

To the accomplishment of the above and related objects 
the invention may be embodied in the form illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings. Attention is called to the fact, 
15 however, that the drawings are illustrative only. Variations 
are contemplated as being part of the invention, limited only 
by the scope of the claims. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 


In the drawings^ like elements are depicted by like 
reference numerals. The drawings are briefly described as 
5 follows. 

FIG 1 is a perspective view of the multi-compartment 
pill container. 

10 FIG 2 is a top elevational view of the container being 

placed in a carrying case. 

FIG 3 is a perspective view of the container with the 
lid in the open position^ illustrating a compartment and a 
15 drinking cup removed from the container. 
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REFERENCE NUMERALS 


10 multi-compartment pill container 

11 medication 
5 12 housing 

12A housing top edge 

12T housing top surface 

12B housing bottom surface 

12S housing side wall 

10 12F housing front side wall 

12R housing rear side wall 

13 housing top edge lip 

14 compartment 
16 lid 

15 16R lid rear wall 

16F lid front wall 

18 rectangular opening 

20 circular hole 

22 drinking cup 

20 24 timer 

26 timer button 

28 LED display 

30 speaker 

32 compartment chamber 

25 32T chamber top edge 

32B chamber bottom surface 

34 chamber cover 
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34T 

chamber cover top 

36 

separation 

38 

indicia 

40 

flange 

5 42 

clip 

44 

pouch 

46 

pouch top opening 

48 

drawstrings 


8 


DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 


FIG 1 illustrates a multi-compartment pill container 10 
constructed to hold a week's worth of medication 11 for a 
5 user. The container 10 essentially comprises a housing 12, a 
plurality of selectively removable compartments 14 held 
within the housing 12, and a lid 16 selectively attached to 
the housing 12 and extending over the compartments 14. 

The housing 12 is rectangular in shape, having a top 

10 surface 12T, a top edge 12A, a bottom surface 12B, two side 
walls 12S, a front wall 12F, and a rear wall 12R, said walls 
12S, 12F, 12R extending between the top and bottom surfaces 
12T, 12B. A lip 13 extends outward from the top edge 12A, 
along the housing perimeter. The top surface 12T has a 

15 plurality of rectangular openings 18 extending vertically 
downward into the housing 12, substantially from the top 
surface 12T to the bottom surface 12B, and substantially from 
the rear wall 12R to the front wall 12F of the housing 12. 
These openings 18 are each sized to accommodate one of the 

20 compartments 14. Accordingly, one compartment is provided 

for each day of the week — for a total of seven compartments. 
Correspondingly, seven rectangular openings 18 are provided, 
each extending from near the front wall 12F to near the rear 
wall 12R, and spaced apart between the side walls 12S. 

25 Also situated on the housing top surface 12T are a pair 

of circular holes 20, said holes 20 extending between the top 
surface 12T and the bottom surface 12B of the housing 12. 
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One of these holes 20 accommodates a telescopic drinking cup 
22. The drinking cup 22 is collapsible to fit within the 
hole 20^ between the top surface 12T and the bottom surface 
12B. Once removed from the housing 12, the cup 22 may be 
5 expanded to hold a quantity of water. Thus, when taking 

medication, the user has a cup readily available for filling 
with water in order to help swallow the medication 11. 

Adjacent to the drinking cup 22 is a timer 24, said 
timer 24 situated within the other of the circular holes 20. 

10 The timer 24 has a pair of programming buttons 26, an time 
display 28, and a speaker 30 from which audible tones are 
selectively emitted. One of the buttons 26 allows the user 
to program the hour and minute for which the timer 24 will 
sound, while the second button 26 allows the user to turn the 

15 timer 24 on and off, as necessary. However, the specific 
manner of programming may be altered in numerous ways, as 
would be appreciated by one of ordinary skill in the art. 
The timer 24 may be programmed for a specific time interval, 
said interval viewable on the time display 28. Once the time 

20 interval expires, a tone is emitted from the speaker 30, 

indicating to the user that it is time to take medication 11. 
Preferably, the timer is programmed to provide four alarms, 
such that the alarms occur in the morning, noon, evening, and 
bed times, so as to signal the person that medication 

25 appropriate to those times of day should be taken. 

The compartments 14 each have a bottom surface 14B, a 
top edge 14T, and four side walls 14S, all defining an 
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interior volume wherein medication 11 is stored. Three 
separation walls 36 extend vertically within each compartment 
14, thereby completely dividing each compartment 14 into four 
separate chambers 32, namely a first chamber 32A, a second 
5 chamber 32B, a third chamber 32C, and a fourth chamber 32D. 
The first and fourth chambers 32A, 32D are defined by three 
side walls 14S of the compartment 14 and one of the 
separation walls 36, and the second and third chambers 32B, 
32C are defined by two side walls 14s of the compartment 14 

10 and two of the separation walls 36. Chamber covers 34 extend 
over each chamber 32, thereby containing the contents 
therein. Each cover 34 has a top surface 34T on which 
indicia 38 are printed. The indicia 38 include portions of 
the day (i.e. "AM", "Noon", "Evening", and "Bed"). The cover 

15 34 on the first chamber 32 also includes the abbreviations 

for the days of the week (i.e. "Mon", "Tues", "Wed", "Thurs", 
"Fri", "Sat", and "Sun"). Each chamber cover 34 has a flange 
40 by which the cover 34 can be opened upward, thus revealing 
the contents of the chamber 34. The flanges 40 also overhang 

20 the rectangular openings and thereby facilitate removal of 
the compartments 14 from said rectangular openings 18. 

Each compartment 12 may be completely removed from the 
housing 12, as illustrated in FIG 3, facilitating filling the 
compartment with the appropriately scheduled medication or 

25 easy removal of medication by carefully tilting the 

compartment to allow the medication to fall therefrom. In 
addition, the user might choose to carry the compartment 
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separate from the entire container 10, so as to only carry 
the medication needed for one particular day. 

The container lid 16 extends over the top surface 12T of 
the housing 12 and covers all of the compartments 14 as they 
5 are seated within their rectangular openings 18, said lid 16 
having a rear wall 16R and a front wall 16F. The rear wall 
16R of the lid is attachable to the housing rear wall 12R. 
Clips 42 are secured to the lid front wall 16F, said clips 42 
being selectively mateable with the housing lip 13 to 

10 selectively maintain the lid in the closed position. 

A pouch 44 is also available in which the container 10 
may be stored when not in use, or so that it can be carried 
inconspicuously. The pouch 44 has a top opening 46 through 
which the container 10 is inserted. Drawstrings 48 

15 encircling the top opening 46 are used to cinch said top 

opening 46 to prevent the container 10 from slipping out of 
the pouch 44. 

In use, appropriate doses of medication are placed in 
the compartments 14 of the container 12 according to the 

20 prescribed times. The chamber covers 34 are lifted by the 

flange 40 and the medication is inserted into the appropriate 
chambers 32 according to the time of day indicated by the 
indicia 38 on the chamber covers 34. The timer 24 may then 
be set using the programmable buttons 26 to emit an audible 

25 tone when the medication needs to be taken. Preferably, the 
timer 24 will sound an alarm four times a day, corresponding 
directly to the times of day of the indicia 38 on the covers 
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34 of one of the compartments 14. Accordingly, an alarm will 
be emitted in the morning, at noon time, in the evening, and 
at bed time to indicate that the medication in the 
compartments 14 bearings such indicia should be taken. In 
5 this regard however, the specific times of day may still be 
adjusted by the user — such as to define the user's 
particular definition of "bed time", or an appropriate 
"morning" time after the person would noirmally have awoken. 
In addition, if desired, one of the compartments 14 for the 

10 present day of the week may be removed from the container 10 
and carried on the user, rather than having to transport the 
entire container 10. 

In conclusion, herein is presented a multi-compartment 
pill container. The invention is illustrated by example in 

15 the drawing figures, and throughout the written description. 
It should be understood that numerous variations are 
possible, while adhering to the inventive concept. Such 
variations are contemplated as being a part of the present 
invention. 
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